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much of which is due to vastly accelerating
exports of goods and services from the Unit-
ed States to developing nations led by Mex-
ico.

One of the principal challenges facing Mex-
ico, which President Zedillo emphasized in
his comprehensive annual address to the
Mexican people on September 1, is the devel-
opment of a long-term economic strategy,
based on a private sector-led market econ-
omy, and acceptable to a political consensus.
This has become critical because in each of
Mexico’s last five presidential terms, begin-
ning in 1970, a financial crisis has been
precipitated by differing and often contradic-
tory economic policies. This will be a par-
ticularly difficult challenge, as highlighted
recently by the highly adversarial response
by opposition members to the recent appear-
ance before the Congress of several cabinet
officers, urging continuation of President
Zedillo’s and Treasury Secretary’s Guillermo
Ortiz’s economic recovery and growth pro-
gram and its required budget.

Another principal issue confronting Mex-
ico involves the escalating threat to the per-
sonal security of persons in Mexico, at all
levels of society, from a growing crime wave
overwhelming an ineffectual and often cor-
rupt criminal justice system and federal,
state, and local police forces increasingly led
by Mexican Army officers. A leading force in
criminal activity are the regional narcotics
cartels, which with their vast financial re-
sources are responsible for widespread cor-
ruption throughout the public and private
sectors of Mexico, as well as in the Army
which for years has led the national anti-
narcotics campaign.

President Zedillo in his September 1 ad-
dress emphasized to his country and its citi-
zenry the threat represented by the prevail-
ing climate of insecurity and from narcotics.
Fundamental reform of the judicial and pub-
lic security systems have been a particular
priority of his administration, but he ac-
knowledged these programs and policies had
to be improved. He vowed to develop and
fund additional public security measures and
called on the Congress, state, and municipal
governments to work closely with executive
branch in this vital arena.

In Mexico’s economy, the present state of
the financial and commercial banking sector
remains a principal obstacle to economic
growth and development. The public finances
of Mexico are strong, having recovered far
earlier than expected from the ‘‘Crisis’’
thanks to a wise and timely financial assist-
ance package led by the United States and
the international financial agencies. Con-
tinuing consolidation, led by commercial
banks in Spain and Canada, has been re-
quired among financial institutions which
began to fall shortly after their poorly con-
ceived and implemented privatization by the
prior administration. Massive government
assistance and debt assumption has been pro-
vided to the privatized financial sector, with
accompanying widespread public criticism,
to confront a bad debt overhang which now
exceeds $50 billion and will require many
years of continuing economic progress to
surmount.

Mexicans traditionally have had a keen
awareness and pride in their own extraor-
dinary history. However, this admirable
quality has limited development of modern
democratic political institutions and the
ability to develop the economic and social
policies required by a young, ambitious and
increasingly restive population.

The crossroads at which Mexico finds itself
has been particularly well-stated in a re-
cently published history of Mexico:

‘‘The ordinary Mexican is no longer ob-
sessed by the gravitational pull of the past.
Intoxication with history is now more an

issue for political and intellectual elites. In
the midst of the Crisis, in a national mood of
confusion and unease, today’s Mexican is
turning toward the future. And the man and
woman in the street have begun to under-
stand that, even if the lack of democracy is
not Mexico’s foremost problem, the coun-
try’s other problems cannot be resolved
without democracy. These are the issues of
the past and the present and the future, in-
cluding the ancient social and economic
problems that Mexico has endured as ‘‘the
land of inequality.’’ Without a legitimate di-
vision of powers, the President, if he wishes,
can reign as an absolute for six years. With-
out a solidly based and independent system
of justice, the corrupted ‘‘Revolutionary
Family’’ will continue exploiting ‘‘public
posts as private property,’’ sacking the coun-
try as it has from the days of Alemán to Sa-
linas de Gortari. Without a truly efficient
and honest civil service, neither a just sys-
tem of taxation nor a way of delivering bene-
fits directly to the poor are possible, as
modes for reducing the enormous inequal-
ities between great wealth and great pov-
erty. Without a reliable and honest police
system, the streets will be insecure and the
financial influence of drug cartels will grow
geometrically. Without true and effective
federalism, the capital will continue to exer-
cise a form of imperialism over the provinces
and the cities. Without democracy—the ideal
of Madero (and less completely of Juárez)—
any economic reforms, even if they move in
the right direction, will always be fragile
and endangered.’’1

My own view of the road ahead for Mexico,
at this watershed in its history, is that our
neighbor has found in President Ernesto
Zedillo a wise and dedicated leader whose
policies, along with the present confluence of
events, can produce a presidency sharing
power with a representative Congress having
real legislative, oversight and budgetary
powers, and with an independent judiciary
providing the rule of law and the fair admin-
istration of justice.

Whether Mexico is continuing on the
course this paper has described will become
more apparent in its crucial political year
2000 when presidential, state and municipal
elections are scheduled. These will con-
stitute a plebiscite on Mexico’s emerging po-
litical system, on present economic and so-
cial policies, and on those to be followed in
the next three years.

The course of present and future develop-
ments in Mexico will have profound implica-
tions for our own country and national inter-
est. A growing and increasingly prosperous
Mexico, with responsive and representative
political institutions, will remove, or at
least substantially reduce, many of the con-
flicts which have characterized our nation’s
historic relations with Mexico. This rela-
tionship is the most complex and wide-rang-
ing we have with any nation, and in coming
years will continue to be among our most
important.
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OPPOSITION TO H.R. 2621

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in opposition to H.R. 2621, the Reciprocal
Trade Agreement Authorities Act—the so-
called fast track authority legislation.

The take it or leave it approach fast track
authority brought to the NAFTA and GATT
agreements a few years ago led to the accept-
ance of trade negotiations that have damaged
my home State of Mississippi and this Nation’s
economy, labor force, and environment. This
is not an issue of free trade; I support free
trade as most Members of both sides of the
aisle and the President do. My opposition to
fast track authority and that of many of my col-
leagues is part of an effort to permit Congress
to have real input into the negotiation of trade
agreements and the ability to properly inform
the public of their possible effects.

NAFTA and other trade agreements have
severely hampered Mississippi and the Na-
tion’s opportunities for faster rates of eco-
nomic development. Although United States
exports have increased by 26 percent to Mex-
ico and Canada since NAFTA’s enactment in
1993, imports from those regions have in-
creased by 47 percent according to Bureau of
Labor Statistics and Census Bureau data. As
a result, the Nation has lost a net total of
394,835 jobs since 1993. In Mississippi alone,
major employers have moved across borders,
forcing 6,671 people to face unemployment
and difficult transitions to lower paying jobs.
Moreover, as employers use the threat of
moving their businesses overseas, employees
are forced to take cuts in their paychecks and
health benefits that have led to a 4-percent
decline in nationwide median wages since
1993.

Fast track authority would be a blank check
for extending NAFTA and other international
trade agreements that tend to neglect the deli-
cate economy of small States, like Mississippi,
that heavily depend on low-wage labor and
manufacturing. In addition, these agreements
have encouraged other countries to develop
unsafe products and to ignore environmental
standards. It is no mystery why the National
Consumers League as well as the Nation’s
premier environmental organizations—the Si-
erra Club, the Audubon Society, the National
Wildlife Federation, the World Wildlife Fund,
and others—oppose fast track authority.

Granting fast track authority will send the
wrong message to other nations about child
labor, the environment, safety standards, and
the United States willingness to support its
workers. Mr. Speaker, I object to providing
new fast track authority on behalf of the 6,671
Mississippians who lost their jobs since fast
track was used to pass NAFTA in 1993, and
I object to it in the name of my State and this
Nation’s future.
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SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
IRAQ

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, the House of
Representatives late today approved House
Resolution 322, which places this body on
record in favor of using force against Iraq if
that is necessary in order to compel Iraq to
comply with U.N. Security Council resolutions
which call for the elimination of Iraq’s capabil-
ity to produce nuclear, chemical, or biological
weapons and missiles capable of delivering
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such weapons. While my resolution specifies
that efforts should be made to resolve the
problems peacefully through diplomatic
means, it makes clear that if such efforts fail,
the Congress supports the use of military
force.

The bottom line, Mr. Speaker, is that we
must be certain that we eliminate Saddam
Hussein’s ability to produce weapons of mass
destruction and the missiles which deliver
them. Our resolution makes that objective
clear. If we can do that peacefully through ac-
tive diplomacy, that clearly is the course we
should take. If diplomacy fails, however, we
should use force—through multilateral co-
operation with our allies, if that can be done,
but unilaterally if that is our only remaining op-
tion.

The purpose of this resolution is to make it
completely clear and unequivocal to Saddam
Hussein and his government that the Con-
gress supports the use of military force if that
is required. There must be no doubt about the
importance of continuing inspections as called
for under U.N. Security Council decisions, and
there must be no doubt about the resolve of
the U.S. Government and of the support of the
American people to take military action if that
should become necessary.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the Speaker,
the majority leader, and the minority leader for
their support and assistance in the adoption of
this resolution. I also want to thank my friend
and colleague from New York, the distin-
guished chairman of the International Rela-
tions Committee, Mr. GILMAN, for joining me as
the principal cosponsor of this resolution and
for his bringing this resolution before the Inter-
national Relations Committee earlier this
morning. I also want to thank my friend and
colleague from Indiana, the distinguished rank-
ing Democratic member of the International
Relations Committee, Mr. HAMILTON, for his
strong support of the resolution and for joining
as a cosponsor.

Mr. Speaker, also joining as cosponsors of
this resolution are a number of our colleagues:
Mr. GOSS of Florida, the chairman of the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, Mr. YATES, Mr.
HUNTER, Mr. SKELTON, Mr. SISISKY, Mr. FRANK
of Massachusetts, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. SPRATT,
Mr. HORN, Mr. KING of New York, Mr. WEXLER,
Mr. ROTHMAN, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. FOLEY,
and Mr. WAXMAN.

The text of our resolution as it was adopted
here in the House is as follows:

H. RES. 322
Expressing the sense of the House that the

United States should act to resolve this cri-
sis with Iraq in a manner that assures full
Iraqi compliance with United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions regarding the de-
struction of Iraq’s capability to produce and
deliver weapons of mass destruction, and
that peaceful and diplomatic efforts should
be pursued, but that is such efforts fail, mul-
tilateral military action or unilateral United
States military action should be taken.

Whereas at the conclusion of the Gulf War
the United States and the United Nations,
acting through the Security Council, deter-
mined to find and destroy all of Iraq’s capa-
bility to produce chemical, biological, and
nuclear weapons and its ability to produce
missiles capable of delivering such weapons
of mass destruction;

Whereas in pursuit of this goal, the United
Nations set up a special multinational com-
mission of experts to oversee the completion

of this task (the United Nations Special
Commission—UNSCOM), and that task could
and should have been accomplished within a
matter of months if Iraq had cooperated with
United Nations officials;

Whereas sanctions were imposed upon Iraq
to insure its compliance with United Nations
directives to eliminate its capability to
produce weapons of mass destruction;

Whereas for 61⁄2 years Iraq has pursued a
policy of deception, lies, concealment, har-
assment, and intimidation in a deliberate ef-
fort to hamper the work of UNSCOM in
eliminating Iraq’s ability to produce and de-
liver weapons of mass destruction; and

Whereas recently the Government of Iraq
has escalated its policy of noncompliance
and continues to breach in a material way
United Nations Security Council resolutions
by refusing to permit United States citizens
who are recognized specialists to participate
as members of UNSCOM teams in carrying
out in Iraq actions to implement Security
Council resolutions: Now therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) the current crisis regarding Iraq should
be resolved peacefully through diplomatic
means but in a manner which assures full
Iraqi compliance with United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions regarding the de-
struction of Iraq’s capability to produce and
deliver weapons of mass destruction;

(2) in the event that military means are
necessary to compel Iraqi compliance with
United Nations Security Council resolutions,
such military action should be undertaken
with the broadest feasible multinational sup-
port, preferably pursuant to a decision of the
United Nations Security Council; and

(3) if it is necessary, however, the United
States should take military action unilater-
ally to compel Iraqi compliance with United
Nations Security Council resolutions.
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THANK YOU FRED AND CINDY
SALEM

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, Our Nation was
built on the strength of people’s generosity
and support for each other. Each year in No-
vember we sit down for Thanksgiving dinner
with our family and friends to reflect on life’s
blessings and share our appreciation for those
who have given us much love, joy, and sup-
port throughout the year.

I would like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize a couple, Fred and Cindy Salem, who, for
the past 20 years, have provided much happi-
ness, excitement and entertainment to both
the children and adults of Mt. Morris. Although
they modestly believe that they are not provid-
ing a great service, their kindness has made
an enormous positive impact in their commu-
nity.

For the past two decades, Fred, Cindy, and
their daughter Katie have graciously welcomed
thousands of people into their hearts and
home inviting them to enjoy their 5 acres of
land in which they build a spectacular play-
ground. A day at the Salem’s playground in-
cludes racing go-carts or driving golf carts. If
you want to play 18 holes of miniature golf, it
is available as well. A couple can ride to the
top of a Ferris wheel and even the littlest chil-
dren can enjoy themselves by taking a ride on
a miniature train.

Throughout the year, they invite people to
share in their magical playground where chil-
dren laugh and play and adults remember the
freedom and innocence of their childhood. In
May and June, school children from the Mt.
Morris School District go on field trips to the
Salem Home. Between 40 to 80 children visit
the Salems on each trip. In the summer they
have a picnic and they start off the Christmas
season hosting a warm and wonderful party.

At a time when there is turmoil in the world,
it is nice to know that there are still people
who care about the community and give un-
selfishly. Both adults and children have a
place to get away, relax, play and have fun
with their extended family. This gift to the
community is priceless. Mr. Speaker, I ask
today to pay tribute to a family that has given
a unique, and needed gift to the town of Mt.
Morris.
f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2159,
FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
1998

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN E. ENSIGN
OF NEVADA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 1997

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Speaker, it is with a deep
sense of regret that I am unable to vote for
H.R. 2159, the 1998 Foreign Operations Ap-
propriations Act. I strongly supported the
House passed version that held spending lev-
els to that of fiscal year 1997. The House of
Representatives worked very hard to maintain
a sense of fiscal responsibility with respect to
foreign aid programs, which is why I was so
disappointed when this legislation returned
from conference with an $880 million increase
in spending.

I have always been a critic of foreign aid ex-
cess, and I remain strong in my belief that we
must find a way to make our international in-
volvement more accountable to the American
taxpayers and more responsive to American
interests. However, I firmly believe that one of
the wisest investments we can make is to the
economic viability and national security of Is-
rael. The American-Israel partnership is one
that goes beyond the common political and
strategic bonds. Both nations share a common
set of values—values of freedom, individual
responsibility, hope, and opportunity.

For many years, I have watched a deter-
mined people build a democracy under ex-
tremely difficult circumstances that more than
tested their resolve. These past few years
have been no exception, with the assassina-
tion of Israel’s Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin,
repeated terrorist attacks, and a very conten-
tious election. Through it all, the people of Is-
rael have stood strong and I commend them.

The people of the United States stand ready
to help the people of Israel as they move
down a road of peace, security and economic
self-reliance. I strongly support aid to Israel,
and was very pleased with the $3 billion ap-
propriated for economic and military assist-
ance to Israel. While I wholeheartedly support
this funding for Israel, I cannot support the
overall spending package. At a time when we
are making difficult choices to balance the
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